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I fondly remember meeting with a group of 20 or so young architects at the
old offices of Fairfax & Sammons on Horatio Street to discuss how to fos-
ter the manual skills and intellectual content of contemporary classicism.
This was in the summer of 1991 and I felt then as I do now that I was
extremely fortunate to be among such a remarkable group of people.
Shortly thereafter I was named a Fellow and was appointed to serve as the
first book review editor for The Classicist, and if you look closely at the first
volume, you will find my naïve efforts at making sense of Claude Perrault’s
Ordonnance, and James Steven Curl’s Classical Architecture. As a doctoral stu-
dent then, I felt I had to imbue my writing with a certain sense of arcane
wisdom (I am amused that I used “oeuvre” instead of “work” in one of the
essays). It was a typical trademark of the early days of the Institute that
everyone involved had a kind of edge, derived in part by the fact that all of
us were autodidacts, and in part by our own naked ambition. However, cir-
cumstances led me immediately away from the U.S. (and the Institute), and
I found myself living in Europe teaching for the Notre Dame Program in
Rome and the Prince of Wales’s Institute of Architecture in London.

Many years later, around the time that A Decade of Art & Architecture
was being published, I found myself reconnected with the Institute. I had
returned to the U.S. as a professor of architecture at Notre Dame, and in
March of 2001 I attended a wonderful ICA event in Lake Forest, Illinois on
the work of David Adler. During the reception, I enthusiastically proposed
to Christine Franck and Bill Brockschmidt that we organize a trip to Cuba.
I had visited the island previously with my Notre Dame students and was
itching to get back. And so the immensely enjoyable and rewarding
Institute trip to Classical Havana was born, and my relationship with the
Institute became inextricably linked. Since the Havana trip, I have fol-
lowed the Institute’s development closely, becoming a Fellow Emeritus and
maintaining close contact with the faculty, staff, and Fellows. 

Over the last three years I have felt a renewed attachment to the
ICA&CA, and consider it an honor to be associated with the organization.
And so, when John Massengale encouraged me to consider applying for the
newly created Director of Education position that was being advertised in
magazines and list-serves around the country, I was delighted. As an aca-
demic whose doctoral dissertation focused on the origins of architectural

education, the idea of directing the Institute’s educational programs was
incredibly tempting. But here I must be honest, for my initial response was
decisively negative—not because of the position, but because I was
approached on the day I was closing on a sweet little house in South Bend.
My wife, Jill, and I laughed quietly as our efforts to settle down were being
tested from the start. “Let’s at least listen to what they have to say,” she said,
thinking certainly that nothing much would come of it. Well, fortuna has a
way with fate, and no sooner did we settle into our new house then we were
preparing ourselves (and our two baby daughters) for the big downsize. 

I’m now ensconced in New York and reveling in the benefits of living
in such a magnificent place as a base for the Institute’s work nationwide. 
The leave of absence from Notre Dame comes as a breath of fresh air—
the transition from a monastic environment to an urban forum is certainly
stimulating. Looking ahead, I am more than ever confident that the
ICA&CA community will only continue to grow, developing closer ties
with established practitioners, new professionals, and the larger world of
architectural education. Visual literacy trends will foster greater ties with
the allied arts, and the various chapters will extend the Institute’s mission
nationally. I am proud to serve as the Institute’s first Arthur Ross Director
of Education, and hope that I can forge a lasting blueprint for future gener-
ations. I trust in the guidance and support that comes from members and
friends like you.

Victor Deupi
Arthur Ross Director of Education
January 2006

P.S. Along with my business partner Pier Carol Bontempi, I will be giving
a members talk about our current practice on February, 2, 2006. I hope to
see you there!

I
cannot tell you how pleased I am to be finally settled in New York,
and serving full-time as the Arthur Ross Director of Education.
To that end, I am deeply grateful to Arthur Ross for making my

appointment possible and for both the ICA&CA and Notre Dame for
accommodating my particular circumstances. I am excited and eager to
take up my responsibilities and look forward to working closely with 
the Institute’s staff and the vibrant community it has built up over its
relatively short lifetime. 

Dear Friends and Colleagues
Letter from Victor Deupi, Arthur Ross Director of Education



ICA&CA Hosts Annual Member’s Summer Party
On August 17 the ICA&CA played host as more than 200 members and
friends filled the offices at the Institute’s annual summer party. The occa-
sion marked the first time the historic plaster casts collection was on view
to a large segment of the public. Sipping prosecco and nibbling tasty
morsels provided in part by Trois Petits Cochons, guests wandered from
room to candlelit-room amongst casts of the work of Ghiberti,
Michelangelo, and the sculptors of the Parthenon, to drop but a few names.
Among the guests were event co-sponsors Andy Giambertone of Kean
Williams Giambertone Ltd., and Christian Fokine of Fokine Construction
Services, both based on Long Island. A hearty “thank you” to them (as well
as to Board members Suzanne Santry and Pi Gardiner) for helping make
this year’s party a huge success. 

Discover New York Takes ICA&CA Members Afield
Our Discover Classical New York series moves beyond Manhattan,
demonstrating the outer boroughs have much to offer. Members recently
visited Staten Island’s Historic Richmond Town, where Manager of
Constituent Services Barbara Kenny opened doors for us not normally
accessible to the general public. John Abb and Mark Landis provided the
expert commentary. Our tour of Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery,
rained out in October, saw a larger crowd and brighter day on Marathon
Sunday, November 6. Cemetery President and ICA&CA member Richard
Moylan welcomed us at the gates, and along with historian Jeff Richman
provided rich detail about the history and monuments of this unique insti-
tution. And while our two-hour walk over the grounds sometimes felt like
a marathon of its own, we managed to cover but a fraction of the cemetery’s
nearly 500 acres! November’s tour of City Hall, back by popular demand,
brought this fall’s series to a successful close. Please see the calendar insert for
exciting upcoming offerings.

New ICA&CA Directors Named to the Class of 2008
At the October 2005 meeting of the Board of Directors, three new directors
were unanimously elected. David M. Schwarz, well-known architect with
offices in Washington, D.C. and Houston, Texas; Jacob Collins, artist and
founder of his own atelier; and M. Lily Datta, a strategic planner at Time
Inc. are all welcome additions to our board.

New Partnership with Tuscan Classical Academy
The ICA&CA will partner with the University of Notre Dame and the Tuscan
Classical Academy on a student (rising high school seniors and college
level) summer program for art and architecture, July 24–August 15, 2006.
The Tuscan Classical Academy is located north of Florence and is a ven-
ture to introduce students to the rich architectural heritage of Florence and
Tuscany. Faculty will include ICA&CA Director of Education, Victor Deupi
and Steven Semes, ICA&CA Fellow and Associate Professor of Architecture
at Notre Dame, among others. For more information contact Lynn F.
Aeschliman, lfa@tasis-schools.org or visit www.tuscanclassicalacademy.org.
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New Fellows President Elected and 
New Fellows Announced

Leonard Porter, Fellows Representative to the Board (2002–2005), presided
over his final meeting in September. He officially passed his responsibility
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academic offerings, area teacher mentoring, and the January 2006 tour 
of the White House, please contact Tiffany Burke, Coordinator of the 
Mid-Atlantic Academic Programs, at tiffany@tiffanyburke.com. For public
events contact Nir Buras, President at nb@buras-architecture.com or visit
our web site http://www.ma-ica.org.”

New England
The New England Chapter is now a Massachusetts non-profit corporation!
At the November 12, 2005 meeting, held in Cambridge, Massachusetts, all
of the Directors were in attendance: Eric Inman Daum, President; David
McTyre, Vice President; Heather K.R. von Mering; Treasurer; and
Edward J. Halligan, the Corporation’s Clerk and Secretary of the New
England Chapter. The board approved the incorporation and the adoption
of the Bylaws. The Chapter’s goal is to encourage a diverse membership
that represents architecture and the allied arts from throughout the New
England region. At the November meeting, the chapter decided to focus on
the development of programming of lectures and tours for spring 2006.
Currently in the works is a collaborative effort with The Royal Oak
Foundation to bring Martin Wood, a textile and garden designer and inte-
rior decorator, to come from England to lecture about Nancy Lancaster.
Also in 2006, the chapter will announce a call for submissions from New
England firms to be included in a special exhibit of selected work. 
If any New England members have suggestions for chapter activities, 
have questions, or would like to volunteer, they should contact the New
England Chapter at classicistne@yahoo.com or call Heather von Mering 
at 617-761-1238. 

Philadelphia
In December, the Philadelphia Chapter of ICA&CA completed its Autumn
Lecture Series. All four lectures were well received and attended. On
September 19, J. Francois Gabriel spoke about Classical Architecture for the
21st Century. Stephen Salny spoke on October 24 about Frances Elkins: 
A Pioneer in Interior Design. Elizabeth Meredith Dowling was the speaker for
November 14 on New Classicism: The Rebirth of Traditional Architecture.
And the final lecture was held on December 5 with a talk by Tracy Cooper
on her soon-to-be released book Palladio’s Venice.

Due, in part, to a recent membership campaign, the Philadelphia chap-
ter has drawn new interest and looks forward to another great year in 2006.
For more information, about upcoming events please contact Alvin Holm
at 215-963-0747.

Southeast
Recent events held by the Southeast Chapter have included a lecture and
book signing with Russell Versaci on December 1, 2005. Alvin Holm,
ICA&CA Board Member and a Philadelphia architect in general practice
specializing in classical design, gave the first and second part to his three
part class on the elements on August 20 and December 3. The third part
will be wrapped up in February 2006. Mr. Holm is also the President of the
Philadelphia Chapter of the ICA&CA.

The Southeast Chapter is also planning a co-sponsored lecture with the
Royal Oak Foundation with Martin Wood speaking about Nancy
Lancaster in the spring of 2006. For more information about the Southeast
Chapter please contact Rita Patel at rpatel@acsfra.com.  

On Friday, December 9, 2005 over 400 members, friends, and guests
attended our second Holiday Auction and Cocktail party at the

New York Tennis and Racquet Club. Our gratitude and thanks to the
following contributors who donated one-of-kind, beautiful, whimsical,
and classical works of art and decorative items to our silent and live 
auctions. (See cover image: Detail from “Achilles and Pentheselia,” 
ink and watercolor on paper, from Holiday Auction 2005, by Leonard
Porter.) Our appreciation as well to Christopher Gaillard of Sotheby’s
who served as our auctioneer. More on the auction will be reported in the
Spring/Summer newsletter.

Josef Asteinza
Diamond Baratta Design
Steve Bass
William H. Bates III
Mark Beard
John Beerman
Robin Bell
Jeffrey Bilhuber
James Bleecker
Joan Boone
Brockschmidt & Coleman
Burke’s Antiques
Rhett Butler      
Chesney’s Inc.
Morgan Conolly
Rodney Mims Cook, Jr.
John Danzer/Munder Skiles
Agnes Denes
Victor Deupi
Jamie Drake
Fairfax & Sammons
Ferguson & Shamamian
David Flaharty
Miguel Flores-Vianna
David Genther
Jamie Gibbs
Oberto Gili
Ray Gindroz
Marko Gosar
Grenfell Architecture
Paul W. Gunther
Susan K. Gutfreund Inc.
Jeffrey P. Hall
Dominique Haggerty
Kevin Harris
William H. Harrison
Frederick H. Herpel
Christopher Hyland
Michael Imber

Keith Irvine
Clifton Jaeger
Ray Kaskey
John Woodrow Kelley
George M. Kelly
Ralph Lauren
Les Metalliers Champenois
Carlo Maria Mariani
Charles Masson
David Mayernik
Marion McEvoy
Craig McPherson
Merrill, Pastor & Colgan
Milestone Ltd.
John B. Murray
Debra Norville
Leonard Porter
Roberto Rampinelli
Foster Reeve
Suzanne Rheinstein
The Estate Of Pierce Rice
Timothy Richards
Jaquelin T. Robertson
Laszlo Sallay
Scott Salvator, Inc.
G.P. Schafer Architect, PLLC
Edward Schmidt
Dan Sinclair/DMS Studios
Thomas Gordon Smith
Ahmad Suleiman
Traditional Cut Stone Ltd.
Nathan Turner
Adrienne Vittadini
Waterworks
Jane Wechsler
Seth Joseph Weine
Robert Wilson
Zeluck, Inc.
Lloyd Zuckerberg

ICA&CA Chapter News

Also, heartfelt thanks to all those who contributed time and assistance
towards making the party and auction such a great sucess:

Joanna Berritt, Event Coordinator
Suzanne Santry and 

Miguel Flores-Vianna, Co-Chairs
Greg Shue
Kate Costanza
Monica Luca
Aimee Buccellato

Kevin Buccellato
Seth Joseph Weine
Leonard Porter
Theresa Robb
Kayin Tse
Khara Nemitz

Holiday Auction
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James Kelly
Margaret Kendrick
Stephen Kirschenbaum
Lauren Klapthor
Corinna Knight
Mary Knowles
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THE CLASSICIST BOOKSHOP offers a range of essential texts
and inspiring publications on the classical tradition. 
Visit www.classicist.org/bookshop. Orders placed through 
The Classicist Bookshop online are fulfilled in association with
Amazon.com. A portion of the proceeds from each sale benefits
the ICA&CA.

Make The Classicist Bookshop your portal to Amazon.com for all
your shopping needs: During your session at Amazon.com any
purchase (not just limited to the books listed on our Web site), 
generates a contribution to the Institute.

The ForUM
The Newsletter of 

the institute of classical architecture & Classical America

Editor: Henrika Taylor. The Forum is published in two editions annually and with one 
supplemental issue: Winter, Spring/Summer, and Fall. All letters and inquiries should 
be addressed to the ICA&CA or by calling 212-730-9646, ext. 102.

I n d i v i d u a l  M e m b e r s h i p
Over the last 50 years the study of classical architecture has virtually disap-
peared from the curriculum of almost all of the architecture and design schools
in the country. As a result, The Institute of Classical Architecture & Classical
America (ICA&CA) is one of the few places in America where one can learn
the classical fundamentals of proportion, the orders, the design of moldings,
and traditional detailing. Comparable lessons are brought to bear too on the
allied arts including landscape design and urbanism.

You can support this important educational initiative by becoming a
member of the ICA&CA today. Individual Membership will provide you with
a variety of benefits including access to the full range of our programs, discounted
admission to Institute classes, a subscription to The Forum, free admission to
our popular Summer Lecture Series, and access to the Classical America Series
in Art & Architecture, our publishing program. In addition to the many tangible
benefits of membership, we hope that no benefit will be more meaningful than
knowing that you are helping to keep the classical tradition in architecture and
its allied arts alive by supporting the educational mission of the Institute.

P r o f e s s i o n a l  M e m b e r s h i p
The ICA&CA also offers a Professional Membership Program for design and
building professionals. Professional Members receive special, firm-wide discounts
on member programs and Institute classes as well as special listings in the
Institute’s annual publications and on its Web site. Links from the ICA&CA
Web site to your company’s Web site are also provided with membership.
Inquire about a new enhanced Web presence now available.

Become a Member of ICA&CA

r

Return the enclosed envelope today or log on to www.classicist.org!

T H A N K  Y O U !

AIBD North Carolina Society
Baird Family Fund
Balmer Architectural Mouldings 
Bay and Paul Foundations
Michael Bierut/Pentagram
Elisha-Bolton Foundation
Christopher H. Browne
Gilbert & Ildiko Butler Foundation
Chadsworth Inc.
David Cohen
Rodney M. Cook, Jr.
Cooper Robertson & Partners
Cowles Charitable Trust
Jeffrey L. Davis
Richard H. Driehaus
Dyad Communications
Barbara Eberlein
Fairfax & Sammons
Fenestra America
Ferguson & Shamamian Architects
Florida Association of the AIA
Patrick and Elizabeth Gerschel
William Golden
William and Mary Greve 

Foundation
Greater New Orleans Foundation/

Gervis-Lubran Fund
William H. Harrision/Harrison

Design Assc.
J.M. Kaplan Fund
Samuel H. Kress Foundation
LaPolla Inc.
Robert Lehman Foundation
Elizabeth Lenahan
Lutron Electronics Inc.
Les Metalliers Champenois

The Hon. Earle Mack
National Endowment for the Arts
New York School of Interior Design
Alexander S. Onassis Public 

Benefit Foundation
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