
  

!"#$%"&#'("&)*+%&,'"-*.(/%*0102*

VILLA SARACENO, ANDREA PALLADIO 

Syllabus  
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COURSE OVERVIEW 
 

The Villa Saraceno was one of Palladio’s earliest villas, constructed in 1540’s, and located near the 
small town of Finale di Agugliaro, about 15 miles South of Vicenza. The Villa was built for Biagio 
Saraceno, who held office in Vicenza beginning in 1548. Here is Palladio’s description from The Four 
Books. 
 



 3 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

 
Measured drawing by Palladio 

 
“I set myself the task of investigating the remains of the ancient buildings…and finding them much worthier of study 
that I had first thought, I began to measure all their parts minutely and with the greatest care. I became so assiduous 
an investigator of 
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MATERIALS 

Required  

1.    Sketchbook; hardbound (+/-) 8” x 10”, stitched binding so the book can open flat, 
(recommended; Moleskine Art Collection A4 Sketchbook, 8.25” x 11.75” or Sennelier A2 Sketchbook 27 
x 21 or 32 x 24cm, portrait, from L. Cornelissen & Son, London). 

2.    12” triangular architects scale, with 1/8”, 1/4”, 3/4”, 1 1/2” and 3” scales. 

3.    Tape Measure
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Saraceno
https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/globalassets/3.-images-and-documents-to-keep/history-albums/villa-saraceno-vol-ii-history-album.pdf
https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/globalassets/3.-images-and-documents-to-keep/history-albums/villa-saraceno-vol-ii-history-album.pdf
https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/globalassets/3.-images-and-documents-to-keep/history-albums/villa-saraceno-vol-ii-history-album.pdf
https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/globalassets/3.-images-and-documents-to-keep/history-albums/villa-saraceno-vol-ii-history-album.pdf
https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/search-and-book/properties/villa-saraceno-12832/#History
https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/search-and-book/properties/villa-saraceno-12832/#History


 7 

Reprint: The Ancient Buildings of Rome. Translated by George Marshall. London: 1771-1795. 
• Dowling, Elizabeth Meredith. American Classicist; The Architecture of Philip Trammell Shutze. New 

York: Rizzoli, 1989. Chapter 1. 
• Guptill, Arthur L. Drawing and Sketching in Pencil. Dover 2007.  
• Harbeson, John F. The Study of Architectural Design. W.W Norton & Co. 2008 (see Chapter 

http://www.nps.gov/hdp/
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SCHEDULE 
This is a draft overview schedule, and is subject to changes. 

 
Tuesday, May 27 
Arrivals after 4:00 PM 

• 6:00 PM:  Welcome Reception 
• 7:00 PM: Lecture; Palladio and Measured Drawing, Stephen Chrisman 
• 8:00 PM:  Dinner  
• Late Evening: Tour of Villa 
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